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A Sermon, Preached| 


lohn Lawſon, Gentleman, at 
Prittlewell i» Efſex , the | 
28.0t December.1619. 

By 


Gods Word at Priztlewelt in Eſex. | 
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| Maiſterlo un LavvsonNn of Mil- 


AND RELIGIOVS 


Gentlewoman , Miltriſle 
Marrs Lavvysox, /aterifero 


ton, and ber fine Children , whom | 


| loue in the Truth, 


ww, 


CO Neratitude_ 7n the 
WA SCripture is a 
f ; thing much condem- | 
op 24 , andodions in 
a” frght of Goa. 7 
de fire therfore, il ſome porre mea- 
fare, tO ſhewe my thankef ulneſſe [0 | 
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| | The Epiltle F 

| my wel-deſerning friends among#t | | 
whom tf 1 ſhould not number you, 
T ſbould much forget my ſelfe, your 
ig houſe hauing beene as the houſe of 
Onefiphorus i me and mine.This 
zs the beſt 1 hawe where-with to re- 
quite your loue. The Sermon was | 
| preached at the Funcrall of your 
louing Husband, and my kinde 
friend:whoſe Sun being ſet 1 know 
you cannot but lament your loſſe; || | 
but here is your comfort, the ſound 
experience you had of hu godly and 
vertuous life. Let his departare || 
mooue you to renew your Couenant || | 
with God, andto bee mindfull of | 
your owne Mortality, that ſo you || 
may Number your daies aright, 
and apply your heart vntowile- 
dome,axd may pronide againſt the 
| reckoning day ſhall come. And you 
| that are 2 hopefull Off-ſpring, let 
' me exbort you to go forward as you | 
| haue | 
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| Dedicatoric. 
have _—_— the lufts and va- 
witics of youth , and 10 giue your 


| ſelues vmo Pietie and godlineſſe, 
euen in your tender yeares; and 


with Timothy, that yee learne to 


which will make you wiſe vnto Sal- 
uation,and hath the promiſe of this 
life,and that which ts to come. And 


ſo (hall you obtaine a good report a- 


mong#it the godly here, and at the 
pie death : which grace, the Loyd 


| for his Chriſts ſake vouchſafe vn- 


tovs all, Amen. | 


Yours in all Chri- 
{tian loue 


Samuel Smith. 
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knowe the Scriptures of achilde, | 


end of your dazes,accompliſh a hap- | 
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A Funerall Sermon, 


— 


® He cuſtome of Fu- 


, 1 | |; 

7 ® nerals as they are | f 

| | #\& ancicnt,ſo arc they | ; 
F cemtmexdable. , | 


Sf | Abraham purcha- Gen,2y. 
| |! | ſeda Peece of ground of the Hzt- 
| f tttes,to bury his dead in: where 
| | | himſelte,and Sara his wite, with 
|| ſucceeding generagons , Indeb 
| | 1:cob, and 1oſeph, with great {o- 
f lemnity were buried, & mourn- 
| fully lamented. And Aary is 
memorable inthe Goſpell, for 
the box of oyntment ſhe prepa- | 
red for Chriits Funerall : and ſo 
are Joſeph of Arimathea, and Ni- 
codemus | 
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Ends of 


| Funerals 


| three. 


] 
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codemus for the ſolemne prepa- 
ration they made thereunto, 
Now we do not,neither ought 
wee to vſe theſe Funerall rites 
& exequies,as helps to the dead, 


at comforts tothe liuing. And | | 


| the principall ends of Funerals 


| 


are theſe three : 

Firſt, it is an office of humani- 
ty and Charity,to commit with 
honour the dead body to the 
earth from whence it came: a 
duty which euen the Heathen 
themſelnes hauc carcfully per- 
formed. 

Secondly, it is a thing ſeem- 
ly and conuenient,with all reue- 
rence to lay thedead Corps in 
rhegraue, which hath in time 
beene a lining receptacle and 


temple for Gods Spirit to dwell 


in; wherein and by which, as 


lively inſtruments, God hath 
beene 
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| beeneglorified, and his Church | 
| hath receiued much good: For | 
ghr ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Xzow ye zot 1.Cor.s. 
IteS | | | that yonr bodies are the temples of "9: 
ad, | || the holy Ghoſt which is in you?Now | 
\nd | || that body which hath becne fo 
rals | || honoured in life, would with all 
| | due reſpec be interred. 
ni-} || Thirdly, our faichis heereby | 3 
ith | || confirmed in the Article of our 
che | ; | Reſurre&ion; for wee lay downe 


* 2 | || our bodyes in the Earth vnder ; 
en hope, that this mortall of ours 
Cr- ſhall one day put on Immorta- 


| | | lity: Confe m____ pronfeng j 
m- | | | with hofYv6,That we ſhal one day 


1e- | | | {ce God,not with others , but with Tabs 
in | | theſe ſameecyes. And thele are | 

ne | | | themoſtprincipall ends of Fu-: 

ad ncrals. | 

ell And now at this time hath | 

as the Lord aſſembled vs heere to- ; 

th gether, to bee excrciſed about 

ne 
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owe varto our cariſtian brother, 
a duty which others in Gods 
due time ſhall pertorme vnto vs. 

Conceraing whoſe life and 
death, it is requiſtce I ſhould 
ſpzake ſomething. And how- 
ſozuer by reaſon of his infir- 
mity, asyouall know what it 


was, I canfeſſe I ſhall be ſome- 


the Lord doth honor them that 


:ife, Thauea liccle boxe of oynt- 
meat to bee powred out vpon 
hin: neither dare I ſo wrong 
| him chat deſerued it,your ſelues 
| that expe&it, or my ſelfe that 
| OWE it, as to bee altogether (1- 
| lent, 
| Forhislife, he was of a moſt 
| louing and mildenature, belo- 
LM ued 
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this duty, as the laſt duty wee. 


thing traighted : yer becauſe : 


honourhim , and giues a good | 
Nam? and report vnto agood | 


© AC/hriſtian Tacke. | 
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might be pleaſing vntoall. 


A Chriſtian Taske. | 
ned of all His life, for ought | 
could cuer heare , was vnſpot- 
ted ofthe world,and his catiage 
generally towardes all was fo 
wiſe,ſo ſober, and tiſcreere, as 


: His louetothe Minifters of 
Gods Word , his pitrie to che | 
poore, his ready {eruice ro his | 
triends, and forwardnefle cuery | 
way to do good in the placehe | 
lined, will in time make knowne | 
hs lofle amoneſt vs. | 

And howſoeuer it pleaſed 
the Lord ro humble him--with 
thofe defects of nature aboneo- } 
thers; I doubt nor but rhe Lord. | 
did. make a gracious fopply by | | 


his owne Spirits never requiring : | 


more then he makes vs capable | 
of bur is woderful inal his waies 


and workes, and can and doth 
without meanes, aud contrary | 


| 
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urpole of his owne will. Care- 
7 he was both inpriuate and 
publike to ſerue the Lord. 

In priuate, beſides the cxer- 
ciſe of Family duties,performed 
by another,hee would often be- 
_=- himſelfe to his priuate De- 


what manner of ſeruice or "® 
crifice this man was able to 
offer vnato God; the Apoſtle 
ſhall make the anſwer: The Sps- 


| rit helpeth our infirmities, for wee | 


know zot how to pray as wee ought, 


fig Tohes that Cannot be e xpreſſed, 
Slow carefull was hee to fre- 


| quent theſe publike aſſemblies, | 
| tocome into Gods hoyſe , and 
with blinde Bartimexs ; to bee 


where Chriſt was to paſſe ? 
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vnto ,meanes, effe& whar is the. 


uotions. Vhere it any doubr, | 


{nonot the beſt: ) but the Spiret i | 
ſelfe makes requeſt for vs, with | | 


And | 


yours ih A Ah ty ad ab Om tas bc 1 _ * is e646 4 oo 


hy, a, A&A 
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| l ChriſtianTaske. | 
he. Andhow reuerend his beha- 
re- uour was, being in this place, # 
nd } you all do know. Yea, his deſire] 

| | rocome the many times wheby 


oſs | reaſon of his Infirmity,he might 
ed | | | haue bin well excuſed, rogerher 


Ne with his reucrend bchauiour be- 
e- | ing come: I doubt nor but here- 
Tt, | intheLord will make him one 
a- day a witneſſc in indgement, a- 


| j gainſt many in this Congrega- 
le ' | tion; who make euery —— 
= | | | ſufficient to keepe them from 
*© q | | Gods houſe, and when they are 
) come , doe ſpend theirtime in 
# | || ſleepe, ifnot inotherlight be- 
th {| hamour, | | 
{ |] Fortherime of his fickneſle, 
© | ||] andſo for his death, the Lord 


s | || did giuevnto him a great mea- 
© | || ſure ofpatience, and Chriſtian 
© | || courage, willingly entertaining 


| in himſclfe the fentice of death, 
' and 
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and accordingly deſued 10 fit |, 
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 andas occaſion was offered, et | 
ther by mmy\elfe or others, hee 


mem. 


' Simeon, dclirous gms Kew in 
le 
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to commend him that 1s gone; 
who reſts from his labour , and | 


—_— — —_—— 


| 


himſelfe - thereunts - frequent | 
and often did he berake himſelfe | 
to his knees,and to praier alone; 

' 


ſtill defired the ſame. .So that in | 


the iudgement of Chariry, wee | | 
| cannot but hope that he is riow | | 
at reſt inthe Lord, that his! 


death was bleſſed ; beeing with 


peace, and fo wee leate him'to | 
the God of Peace. 

Bur this is not the end where- 
fore wee are here met rogether, 


whoſe workes doe. f9ilow- him; 
But that wee our fclues might 


receive ſome part of holy inftrus || 


ion againſt that time i; ſhall 
befſaid vnto vs, as it hath beene 
Does already 
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| already vnto him : Come grue ac- 


f | | compt of thy Stewar d(hip 4hou ſhalt 


|| Scripture as followeth , for our 
| {| preſent inſtruction. 
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be no loyger Steward. And to this 
*nd I haue made choyce of a 


- | 


| of Moſes,an 


A Chriſtian Taske. | 


Teachwvs, O Lord, to, Numbey our 
dayes that we may apply our hearts | 
unto wiſedome. | F 


| 

His Pſalm is a prai- | 
er of Moſes the Man 
of God, as it appea- 
reth in the Inſcrip- 
tion or title of this 
Palme, A Prayer of Moſes thr 
Max of God. The Author orIn- 
diter of it,asof all other Scrip- 

tures,is the Spirit of God, 
The Summe of it is nothing 
elſe, but a _ complaint 
the 1/raelztes, that 
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Drat- | 


Man 
pea- 
crip- 
this 
r the 
rIn- 
crip- 


hing 
aint 
that 


they 
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the 


| and a Narration. 
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| 


| vnto them. 


A Chriſtian Take. | 


—m— 


they make in the ewilde rnefle vn- 
to-God : where they were miſe- 
rably waſted and conſumed, by 
reaſon of Gods heany hand vp- 


pon them for their {innes. And | 


withall, an humble ſuite and pe- 
titionvnto God, that he would 
in mercy, bee intreated toſpare 
them,& to be gracious vnto the. 

The whole Plalme may be di- 
uided into;two parts, a Preface | 


The Preface is layd downein 
thetwo firſt verſes of this Pſalm. 
Wherin they acknowledgethar 
God had beene very mercifull | 
vnto their forefathers, Abrahams, | 
Eeack,and Jacob,and to their po- 


4. 
ho — 


ſterity, in prorecting them from | 


their coemies, and many dan- 
ers, euen for his owne Names 
| ſake, "id his mercifull couenant 


A— 


B 2 


The | 


I mongane cow. ey _—_ 
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The ſecond part 1s the Nar- 
ration, in the which A7ſesſers 
downe the common Mortality 
of Mankind, how vaine & ſhorr 
the life of man is. 

*Firſt generally, vetſe.z.com- 


litcle moment.and of fhort con- 
' tinuance. 

Secondly, in particular, that 
their eſtate was worlſe then the 
common eſtate of Mankinde. 
Becauſe, whereas Mankinde by 


| the ordinary courfe'of Nature 


and ofmans lite, did attaine vn- 
ro theiage of ſeuenty yeares : 
rheir life was ſhortned by the 
wudgements of God vpon hefor 
their ſms;from the 7.v.to the x2. 

And thirdly, heere is layde 


downe: an humble petition of 


Meoſes,and the people"vnto the 


Lord, 


paring it to a Watch,to Gra//e,rto | | 
a Dreame;or Thought: Things of | 


| 


[ 
' 
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| cepted, did diſcourage the peo- 
| plezrelling the thar their Cities 
| were ſtrong & walled : and that 
1 there were the ſonnes of Arack, | 


Oo 


| AChriſtian Taske. 


Lord, that hee would in mercy 


| retutne vnto them , and grant 


'| them a gracious deliverance, & 


his former fauour; from-the x3. | 
verſe,totheend of the Pſalme. | 
For the Occaſion of this | 


| Pſalme, it is like it was made by | 


| Moſes 5 when as the Spies reftur- 
ned from ſearching the land of | 


Canaan NumT4. 
VWhereir —_ , how the 
Lord commandeth Aves. to | 
ſend twelue men of the heads 
of the Tribes of 1/rac/,to ſearch 
the land of Canaan, They returne 


| che fruit of theland. Now all of 


after forty dayes, and bring of 


them, 1oſuah and Caleb onely ex- 


men of renowne for might and 


B 3 - firength, | 


The occs- } 
ſion of the 
Pſlalme, 


OY ed it. Alte th. 


A one oft | 
of Canaan: But that all the 1/ra--|. 
elites (1oſuah and Caleb onely ex- | 
cepred)aboue the age of twenty |. 
yearcs ſhould die in the wilder- | 


people murmured againſt A10- 
ſes and Aaron exceedingly ,wiſh- 
ing that they had dicd in Egypr. 
Therfore the Lord hearing this 
| heir murmuring, was angry 

with _— and rold A1o- 
| ſes,that of all that had ſeenehis 
Miracles in Egypt vpon Pharaoh 
| and his —_—_ ſhould not 


em come into theland 


nefle, bee conſumed,and cleane 
the Lord accordingly inflicted 


them fiery Serpents and Scor- 


ions, with the peſtilence/ which 
d now at this time almoſt 


AC briſt ian Tacke, | 


ſtrength, the poſterity | of Gi-| 


ants. Now vpon this report the | 


© Z3 aA oO þ « 


O/ 


|fi 


| {wept away. Which iudgement |} | ti 


vpon them”, ſending amongſt | 


waſted | 
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A (,briſtian Taske. 
G3z- | - | waſted and conſumed them, 
the | | Where from the occaſion of 
To. \* | this Pſalme, we may note what 
ſh- | | a mn ſinne it is in the ſight 
yt. || | of God, for thoſethat haue had 
his |. | experiece of Gods mercy in for- 
pry ||| mertimes, to call Gods power 
{0- ||| & prouidence into queſtion, & 
his || trodeſpaire of Gads mercy in 
oh | | time oftriall. 
not || -This people of 1/72e/they had 
ind || | experieace many times of Gods 
[7a-+\|| mercy, power, and prouidence 
ex- || towards them, deliuering them 
nty || out of the hands ofcruell Phara- 
er- ||| 0h1n Egypt; how the Lorddid 
ane || fight their batratls for them; in | 
ent || timeof famine giuing the Aar- | 
ted || 2a,bread from heauen; in time 
igft |! of drouth giuing them water | 
-Or- ©| out ofa Rock : many waies had 
uch 7] they experience of his mercy 
"oft © ras hem. 40 towards them. 
ſied | B 4 And | 
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| 
| 
| 
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And now to doubt of his loue, 


queſtis,wherher or no the Lord 


| would or could ſtand by them 


as formerly hee had done, and 
bring them according to his 
promile into the land of Cazaan: 
oh this was ſuch a finne inthem, 


ſhould eſcape vapuniſhed. 

| Nowtt all things that arc 
Written,are Written for our 11- 
ſtruction , then ler the judge- 
ment of God vpon this people 
| becawarning to vs all,that wee 
take heede of their ſin, leſt one 
day we partake of their uniſh- 
ment. . It is the vie the Apoſtle 
maketh ot the ſame example: 


them murmured, and were acftroy- 
ed of the Deſtroyer. But letvs vp- 
pon pence of Gods former 


mercies 


—— p—_— 


and to call his proutdence in | 


as the Lord would 1m no wiſe | 


Neither murmure ye 4s ſome of |\ 


| AC, hriſtian Taske. | 
16, |'| mercies, bee incouraged to rely 
in |: | xpon our gracious (God ingtime 
rd || ro come; and whatſaeyer the 
:m |: | trials are that the Lord ſhal lay 
nd |: | ypon vs, letthe remembrance 
1s |. | of Gods former loue arme vs a- 
n: ||| gainſt doubting and diſtiuſt, It 
m, |: | was that which armed Dauzd a» 
iſe |* | gainſk Ge/zah. And ler vs take 

|: | heede of deſpairing of Gods 
rc |! | mercy, & ſo tomurmure againſi 
11 |: | the Lord, leſt wee doe thereby 
e- ||| prouoke him to anger as this 


—— 


le || | people did, v2 
ce | Thus much for the occaſion | 
ne |: | of this Palme. 

h- The Text in hand is part of 
le |! | that praierwhich Ao/es and rhe 
e: |: | reſt of the people made vnto 


of |: | God for favour and mercy,that 
y- | | the Lord would make them to 
p- |: | conſider of the ſhorrneſle and 
er | | yncertainty of their time , that 
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ſo they might make an holy vſe 
of their life, ro repent and to 
turnevnto God. 
 Andit is all one, as if they 

ſhould haue ſaid : O Lord, ſee- 
ingour life is ſo ſhort,and ſo vn- 
certaine, and fraught with ſo | 
many troubles and dangers : we 
beſcech thee teach vs that hea- 
uenly knowledge, that wee may 
throughly ter and be per- 
ſwaded of the ſhortneſle of our 
life : that ſo laying aſide the ex- 
ceſſiue care of the things of this 
world,we may apply our harts vato 
wſedom that is,to repent of our 
ſins paſt, to be humbled forthe, 
to caſt yp our accoſit, &in ſome 
= meaſure 'to fit our ſelues } | 

or our diſlolution and change, | | 
whenſoeuer the ſame ſhal come. 


| parts. end of this praier: | . 
| That wee may apply | 3 
our hearts unto wiſe- | 
L ame. | 

In the firſt of theſe wee haue | | 


| Iſraclites the Church and pc0- jng, 


_— ( hriſtian Take. 19 


1 Aprayer of Moſes | Thc ions | 

"* the reſt of the 1/- divided, 
raelites: Teachwvs, O| | 
The text  Zordyevc. | 
hath two? 2 The reaſon, or the | 


two hinge ro be conſidered of | 
VS. 
: The perſons praying. 
ts Their petition. 


Teach vs. That is, Moſes the: 1 
»an of God, and the reſt of the on pete 
ons pray” 
ple of God. They arethePetiti- 
oners kere., And whart is it that | 


they intreate for, at Gods hand 
| 3” "You 
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No man 
by Nature 
can Nam- 
ber his 
daics vntil | 
Gods Spi- 
ntnſtruct 
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but this, That the Lord would 
reach them to Number therr 
des > That is,to perſwade them 
of che ſhortneſle and vncertain- 
ty of their life, .that ſo they 

ight in ſome good meaſure be 

pared for their end. | 

Heereby giuing vs to vnder- | 
ſtand, that it is not in the breaſt | 
of any mortall man by Nature | 


to haue this knowledge, vntul | || 


che Spirit of God, become our | 
Schoole-maiſter-it is the pecult- 


1j- 


— ——_ 


Pſ21. 29.4. 


| ther void of this knowledge. 


| argift of God, and it is he alone 
' that maſt inftrut vs: Otherwiſe 
our fooliſh hearts are alrogi- 


This was the reaſon wherefore 


know my end and the meaſure of 
may dates, let me know how long, 1 


hauets line. 


And indeed wee 


haue many 


Dautd prayeth thus; Lord let me | 


examp] eS | 
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examples of this in theword of 
God; that wee haue not this 
knowledge by nature, vntill the 
Lord do inftrutt vs in it,and his 
Spirit become our School-mat- 
ſter : but on the contrary natu- 
rally are forgerfull that weſhall 


die, never thinke'of our latrer | 


end, nor of the ſhortneſſe arid 


« . { 
vncertainty of our being heere, 


and what ſhall become of our 
poore Soules in death. 

This was the caſe of the rich 
man remembred in the Goſpel, 
a man exceeding wiſe for the 
world, but a ftarke foole ro- 
wards God. Hee Numbred not 
his dajes-aright, but-reckoned 
them by the groſle ſ\umme, encry 
day for a yeare,and oneyearefor 
many : andyer alas / poore man 
he* enioyed not one day, bt 


cuen that- night had artend pre | 


VRIEO 


Luk.12.19- 
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vnto his life. Thisgggs the caſc 
of the vngracious ſeruant, our 
Sauiour ſpeaks of, that pur far 
from him the comming of his 


| Lord, and ſo tell ro cating and 


drinking, and beating his fel- 
lows,and ſo was taken vnprepa- 
red. And what ſhall I ſay ofthe 
fooliſh Virgins, who neuer 
thought of heauen, cill it was 
too late 2 nor of the com- 
ming ofthe Bride-groome vnrtil 
hewas entred,and they for euer 
excluded? Examples indeed ve- 
ry pregnant , to ſhew what 1s 
our Naturall condition,in that 
 wearevery ready ro forget the 


| horneſſe and vncertainty of 


our life. 


Yea our own experience,proues | 


this to be too true; for what 
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man is there liuing, be he never | 
ſoold, &hath one foote alrea- 7 
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dy.in the graue, yet thinkes hee 
may tub out another yeare?and 


_— 


when that is paſi, a yearc to | 


that,and ſo indecd many yeares? 
a manifeſt proofe that weare na- 
turally void of this knowledge 
Moſes prayeth for. TheReaſons 
of this Do&rine are : 

Firſt, Death tendeth to the 
deftru&ion of nature.,and there- 
fore againſt nature, cuery liuing 


| Creature abhorring the defiruc- 


tion of it ſelfe. 
Secondly the remembrance 
of Death makes a man {in feare- 


| fully, and dampsall our. plea- 


ſures; and therefore no marucile 
we cannot endure the thoughts 
of death : the remembrance of 
it being bitter vnto a man 
whoſe heart is ſer vpon the 


| world, and the pleaſures ofthe 


ſame, and hath no hope ofa 


_— 


| ; 


better | 


> 
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betrerlite. Suchan one knowes 
that death neuer comes bur as 
a iaylorto hale to priſon, from 
whence they ſhall bee brought 
to execution in the Lords judg- 
ing day. 

Thirdly the putting far ftom 
vs the thought of death and the 
remembrance of our latter end, 
brings matter of great aditan- 


| kage vito Satan in his tempta- 
| tions, and therefore labours by 


all meanes poſſible to keepe the 
remembrance of the ſame from 
vs. So then whether wee conf1- 
der that death trends tothe de- 
ſtruction of nature : that it 
damps our pleaſures, that ſatan 
himſelfe labours to keepe from 
vs the thoughts of our latter 
end :weemuſt conclude,that 


is not inany, by Nature to be 


acquainted with this knowledg 
| ti 
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| ofthis point, and intreats rhe 


'to know this, that hee would 
teach him to number his dates} 


| hiw this knowledge. Did nor 
| C Moſes 


—— 


till the Lord by his Spirit & hou 
teach it vs. 

This may ſerue' to reprooue 
thoſe thar thinke ir ſo eaſie a 
matter to Number their dates; 
bur ler ſuch conſider 19/5 Was 
a man endued with fingular 
wiſedome and knowledge,more 
Familiarly acquainted with his 
maker then any we reade of: yet 
confefſeth his owne ignotance 


Lord that he would caſe him 


aright, that, is that the Lord 
would ſer before his-ejes, rhe 
exceeding ' ſhortneffe ' of his 
life. 


ſe i, 


But' this way ſeeme ſtrange, 
that Moſes fhould beg for this, | 
ahd intreate the Lord ro gfue | 


' Obieth, | 


No — » 
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Moſes know, the number of his 
daics? Couldhe fer down,how 
long Adam lined, Enoch, Methu- 

alem, Abraham, 1zack, and Jacoby 
and: could not Moſes number 


| his owne daies ? 


I Anſwere, that. neither 240+ 
ſes,nor the wiſeſt man that e- 
uer lived, though hee bee moſt 
cunning in all kind of Arthme- 


ticke,ſoas hee knoweth the na- | 
ture of the-ſtars,their diſtances, | 


motions, longitude, latitude,& 


altirudes,can skill of this Num- 


bring, vnleſle the Spirit of God 
be his Schoole-maiſter, vnleſſe 
God giue him wiſedome and 
grace from abouc, to perſwade 
vs of the ſhortneſle of ourtime, 
and of the ſuddaine and ſpeedy 
comming. of death, no man 
can number his daies: & there- 


fore as I ſayd before, this may 


tcach 
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4 | Erine to heart,& try our ſelues 


_ 
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Sec 
teach vs all to begge:and craue 
this ar; Gods | hand, that hee 
would gme vs this wrſedome. 
Secondly this may: ferue for | 
our inſtruction, tharſcein.g Xo- 
ſes,and the people of God ac-) 
| knowledgetheirignorance and}; | 
forgerfulneſſe of this poynt, | 
| and withall pray ro God'thar | 
| kewould giue them this wiſe- | 
| dome; Oh let vs layithis. Do+\ 


a 


| if we benor as forgertull of this 
point, and doc promiſe long 
| Iiftevntoour ſelues, and pur far | 
| fromys therhoughts of deaths | 
| if wefinde itro bee our cafe, ter | 
vs with Aofes, heere tntreate" 

; the Lord. ro giue vs of this 
| knowledge,to teach vs,ard per- | 

| | {wade vs of the exceeding 
: | ſhortneſle of our life, and the \ 
* | great: vneertainty of it, that ſo 
C 2 wee 


| | 
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Maas life 
is ſhort, 


tion it ſelfe. 
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wee may number our daies a- 
right,and apply our harts vnto 


witedome!: for vntill the Lord, | 
doe open our cies wee ſhall ne- | | 
uer ſec 1t,nor make ſuch a right | 


vic of it as wee ought, being na- 


turally fofoolſh and ignorant. 


Hithetto of the petſons pray-. 


ing,now we. come to thepeti- 


To Number our daies, Whete- 
inweare to note two things: 
Firſt,that the lite of man in this 
life ts but ſhort; 47/es menti- 
oneth not yeares, or moneths, 
or weeks, but daies : Secondly | 
that the fame are numbred wir 
God. 

Firſt obſerue heere, after 
what manner the holy Ghoſt 
doth reckon or meaſure thelife 


of 
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of man, not by the mete-wand 
ofyeares, or the ell of moneths, 
but by a ſhorter meaſure, the 
inch of daies: and rheſe daies 
are not -onely few, bur euill, as 
Iacob ſaith to Pharaoh, Few and 
eutll hane the dazes of my Pilgyi- 
mage bene, There are as many 
little $kuls in Go/gotha, as great 
| ones; and parents as often fol- 
low their children to the graue, 
as children their parents. And 
| in the Scripture,ourlite is com- 
|| pared ro ſuch things, as are 
[ moſt fleeting and of the leaſt 
' continuance. If wee reade bur 
| ouer this Pfalme, it will cleare 
| this truth: it 1s called yeſterday, 


'| gone aſloone as come; it is like- 


1 a Thought, to a Dreame, to No- 


1 thing, to Graſſe that withereth; 


{ned to awatch in the Night, to | 


| Pf, 90.9.4-1 


2 


' 
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Spiders web, ſoone ſiffep away; 


to a abuvr that fadeth: to a 
Vapor that 1s ſoone diſperſed. 
So true is that of holy-10b; Ao 
that is borne pf a troman, bath but 
a ſhort timeto line, and his litc is 
miſerable. Our: life may well 
bee compared vnto ./exas his 
Goura ; nolooner come to _ 
nefſe, but it vaniſheth away; 8& 
if we ſhould deductourt of mans 
lite the time of our leepe, the 
time of In tancy, and the daies 
of our vanity,it would appeare 
that our time weere exceeding 
ſhorr, 

Now theReaſons wherefore 
God hath appointed. mans 
time to be ſoſhort;are: 


| 
Firſt ,that the confideration || 


of the Sncile of our time { 


may tir vs vp to thedoing of || 


good : wee do not'know how | 
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| thren & Siſters to their beds of 
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long _ threed of our life may 
bee drawen out; it may be, it is 
neare the laſt caſt, and the fcete 
of thoſe that carry out our Bre- 


— et 


— 


reſt, the graue,are ready to per- 
forme the like duty for vs. Now 
who would not fſtriue to be rich 
in all good workes, to further 
his reckoning, it he knew that his 
time were ſo ſhort ?O beloued, 
rhis is the reaſon why the Lord 
doth keepe hack the knowledge 
of theſe times, to that end wee 
we might cuer bee ready, euer 
repared,& euer haue ourlamps 
of good workes buzning,againſ 
the day ofour diflurio, Come. 
The ſecond reaſon is,to with- | 
draw our harts from the lone of 
the world, and the things of { 
the world, when we ſhall confi- 
der, how vncertaine weeare in 
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the enioying of the world;many 
times when wee- propound to 
our ſelues the greateſt content 
in the things of this lite;the 
Lord either takes them from vs 


or vs from them ; who doth nor. 


ſee how rcady we are toneltle 
our {elues vpon the worlds lap ; 
and with the rich man in the 
Goſpell, ro ſeeure our ſelues in 
our riches for many yeares to 
come, crefing tabernacles to: 
our owne luſts?what would wee 
do, if our lives were certaine 
vnto vs, and wee aflared to en- 
loy our wealth without any 
change? Surely then would our- 
hearrs bee faſt knit voto the 
world, and men, would defire 
none other heauen here, | 
Thirdly and laſtly, che Lord 
in great wiſedome hath ſoap- 


' pointed, that ous time ſhould || 


not 
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not only be ſhore but vncertain | 
to |} | heere, that the godly might e- 


znr || | uer live in an expectation ofan 1- 
he || | happy deliuerance from finne, | 
vs [| | Sathan, and the moleſtation of 

vor wicked men; their rod ſhall not 

ue. |f | alwayes reſt vpon ther :, the 


P 2 Lord will deljuer them, yea and 
he it may be very ſpeedily : wherc- | 
in as if our lives now might ex- 


to if | tend rothe yeares offuchas 11- 

to-| | | ued before the flood. long would 

ee || | bethcir rortures and troubles | 
ne they daily ſuſtaine from wic- | 8 | 
n- ked men. As alforto comfort | 
ny the harts of the godly,that how | 
ur-| | | foeuerthe rageot the wickedis 
1C great, yet their time 1s , but i 
re thorr. { 
1þ | © © Thevſesfollow. | 
d || Firſt, ſeeing that our life is ' p72 x, 

p- but ſhoxt, and our time vncer- 

d | | taine of our living heere : heere | | | 


Is | 
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| is matter of reproofe vnto thoſe 
that ſeeme to haue made a| 


league with death,and to be at 
an agreement with the graue, 
that deferre their Repentance 
vntill the laſt; promiſing to 


themſelues many yeares to | 


come,when indeed Gods decree 
is already gone out againſt 
them, and thehand writing is 
already fixed vpon the wall; 
Oh ! That ſuch men would re- 
member,that mans life 1s ſhort 
and his daies but few,they bur 
renants at will : And that wy 
ſocuer this earthly rabernacle 
of ours, may bee patched and 
peeced vp fora time, it will bee 
bur fora time, and will at laſt 
fall into theplace of darkneſſe, 
and we ſhall make our beds in 


; the darke. Which may ceachvs 
| to looke out betime before it 


be} 


I et 
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beroo late, and to think of this 
diflolution before it come,thar 
whenſocuer this earthly taber- 
naclc of ours ſhall decay, wee 
may. haue a building not made 


with hands, but cternall in the | 


heauens. 
How many amongſt vs hath 
the Lord from time to time, 


warned-to.thinke of this time, 
ſome by one fſicknefle, fome by 


—— _ 


another. infirmity, ſome by rhe 


inevitable meſſenger and He- | 


rald of death age rt ſelfe, whoſe | 
atay baires doe ſummon them | 


dreaming.oba 


td the graue ow alas are cuer | 
ong life, and are 


ever: putting {rom them-rhe | 


thoughts of dearth. Sometimes 
death hath.come a far. oft, and 


' then hathtaken a friend; .{ome- 


times he hath come ,nearer,and 
then hee hath taken a kin{man; 
{ome- 
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yee prepared, for the Son of man 


—— 


ſometimes hee comes into our'| 


owne houſes , and takes either 
the wife or the husband of thy 
bofome, or thy children , the 
fruite of thy body; & wilt thou 
think thy ſelte priailedged from 
the' ftroke of death > Ne, no, 


rhou muſt ſhortly a& part | 


likewiſe vpon the ſtage of mor- 
tality, when then ro ſeeke for 
grace it will be roo late. 


the ſhortneſſe and vncertainry | 


ſtruction, to-reach vs at all 
times, to bee in a readineſle : It 
is the ſame vie oor Sautour 
makes of the ſame doctrine: Be 


will come in an howre when yee | 
thinke wt of. Are our liues fo | 


|, -ACtriſtiasToke. ||| 


Secondly, this dodrigg-of 


of our lines may ferue for our | 


ſhort & nothing almoſt ſhor- |. 
ter? Let vs then prepare for | 
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death, for we wut all die. 


__—— 


It was the ſpeech of the wo- 
man of Tekoavnto David , when 
ſnce went about to appeaſe his 
anger he had conceiued agaivft 
his fonnes and it is that which 
ſhall one day bee found true of 
allthe poſteriry of mankinde, as 
the way of all tteſh, which may 
teach vs ever to bee in a readi- 
nefſe, Wee know what was the 
condition of the fooliſh virgins, 
who being found vnprepared ar 


the Bride-groomes comming, 


were for euer {hurt out 'of the | 


marriage Chamber. Thou doeſt 
not know when, or after what 
manner the Lord will come vn- 


| to-thee:- thou maiſt be murdred 


in the field.as Abe/was; loſerhy 
life in thy chaire,as E/7did; die 
in the Temple,as Sexacherib did; 


thy houſe may fall vppon- thy 


head, 


___ ——— — 


TEN 
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head.as it did yporrthe children 
of 10b0r thou maiftbe ſpayled 
of vnreaſonable beaſts ; as the 
littlechildren that fcoffed E/zus 
were of the Beares : when thou 
goeſt forth inthe morning,thou! 
doeſt not know what may befall 
theeere the eucning;.in the ene-: 
ning ere the mornihg. Vhich: 


way ſocuer wee goe, death euer| || 


7 


Heb.g. 27, | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


followethvs, and is cuer ready 
to ſeizevpon vs. And of thiswe Wit 
arecuer ſure, that twill not bee/] F|: 
long,but wee muſt ſtoopeto the;] 
ſtroke of death, ſooner, or later;/| || 
die we muſt - how caretull then:, I} 
ſhould wee bee, that whenthe:| 
Lord commeth,he may finde vs; 
ſodoing, cuer prepared when;| 
ourchange ſhall come? 

Oxr dayes. Moſes meaneth that'| | 
time which the Lord in mercy;| || 
giueth vnto manin this world, | | 


be | 


_ 


| — 
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as | moments 


ret) | | | bee it long or ſhort, Do 
fled. The Doatrine is ; that as our | - Win = Ja 
the | | | life is ſhort, ſo this ſhort time or | are _ 
lizs: | | | few dayes of ours are numbred | br<4 with 
ou: | || with God , the Lord hath ſer To | 
10u!'| || bounds, vato chem which wee 
fall:| | | cannot paſſe. 7s there zoe ( ſaith | Iob7-1. 
ne-;| || 196) an appoynted warfare for man 
ich] } yu earth? Are mthis dayes as 
the dayes of ax hireling ? And a- 
ady:| [| gaine, AU the Aayes of my appoyn- 
we! ted warfare 1 will wayte till my 
bee/| [| change ſhall come. And fo ſaith}. 
Moſes heere,, Teachvs, O Lord, 
er; (| to nwnber: our dayes : That is, 
1en;, || that time; that thou in mercy. | 
the:| || affoordeſt vnto man to live vp- 
>vs:\ f| ponearth. Euery man hath his 
zen;| || time ſer hitm,and his bounds ap- 
| | pointed him; which he cannot 
paſſe. Andas it was ſaid of Bal- 
rcy:;| || thazor,God hath numbred thy king- Dan. 5.25, 
|| dome: ſoit may be fayd of every; 


| man, = | 
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man , God hath numbered the 
dayes of our life. It is fayde of 


fy 


Mob, according to the word of t 
Lord.The time,the manner, and 
all other circumſtances rhat be- 


Moſes, that he died imthe band of 
e 


| _—_— our deaths, they are 
| of God:Whac is the reaſon that 
| 4fadied ofafickneffe in his feer, 
far from his heart , andhath the 
2.Chro.16. helpe of the Phyfition ? His time, 


{12. 


al of them decreed & appoinced 


was come : whereas Hezechrirs 
was ſore ficke at the veryhearr, 
and euen at the point-of death, 
yer liues many yearcs aftet , bur 
anne his time wasnot come? 
One is grienoufly wounded, and 


dies not ; another, the cutting | 


of a corne kils him : what is the 


cauſe, but the performance of | 


Gods appointed time im both? 


Our life then, andthe yeares, | 


monerhs, 


a 


| 


0 EI 
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moneths,weekes and dayes;yea, 
the houres, & minutes of houres 
that wee are co live heere, are 
numbred with God, and deter- 
mined with him. 

The reaſons that follow will 
cleare this truth vnto vs. 


Prem who doth not one- 
y behold all things as a SpeCta- 
tor, but ordereth & diſpoſeth'of 


all chings,according to the coni- 


{ell of his owne will : for fo ſaith 
the Prophet: 7s there any euill 71 
the Citie,, that the Lord hath not 
done? And againc : Ti he Spar- 
row Carrot light on the ground 


| Without his prouidences, the very 


hayres of. your heads are numbred 
with him. Tt is ſeeye inalittle 
handiull of mcale, and a little 
oyle,, in the caluing of Hinds, 
and feeding of young Rauens ; 


s 4 it —_—__— 


i —_—_————_ 


yea, 
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Firſtofall, becauſe of Gods 


Amos 3.6. 


Mar.10.20 


— 


— Ct. A 


| 
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Lord hath his prouidence to be 
ſeenc. Now fche Lord do ma- 
nifcſt his wiſedome, power, and 
prouidence in the things of the | 
meaneſt rature, much more 1s 
the ſame in greater , fuch as is 
the death of his ſeruants,; | 
Secondly, it the Lord had 
not 'Numbred our Dazes, ſuch 
men as are louers of the world 
and of: their pleaſures more- 
then God, they would neuer | 
leaue the world, bur ſeeke to | 
haue their happinefle heere: 
Neither would ſtich as are in 
miſery and diſtrefle waite rill | 
God thould worke their delive- 
rance , but fſecke their owne 
death to put an end vnto their 
troubles. Therefore the Lordiin 
great wiſedome, and loue vnto | 
- VS, 


_ 


_—_— 


—— 
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ys, both ro weane ys from the 


) 


world, as allo to ſtay vs.in time 
of ont gxcateft diftrefſe,, hath 
| tangle vs that hec hath {et 
bounds vnto our lite, and num- 
bred our, daies, which.wee can- 
bot paſſe: Wee come tothe 
vies.. 

Finlt, this may feruc to re- 
prooneſuch as thinke that this 
fe of ours,may either be ſhort+ 
ned or lengrhned by meanes, be- 
yond the decree of God a meere 
fantaſy; for all our-daies are 
numbred with him. What 
though aman lay violent hands 
vypon hinwelte, and fo become 
his own vnnarurall, boudy ; exc- 
cut10ner., enenchexcin he is but 
the -nftrument of , the Lords 


wrath ropur an end to that hife 
the Lord mdced hath finiſhed. 


; D 2 M: a91 


pJe 1. 


And the like may bee ſaid by - 
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ce 


| Magiſtracy; though Pz/ate hath 
| the gry of iudgemenr, || 
yet hee hath not the Soue- 

raignety ouer life , as Chriſt | 
* | tels him. Go tell the fox, Iwalke | 
to dayand to morrow, ec; Solf 
that if the Magiſtrate do ſaue 

a man that 1s appointed tody, 
it is bur ſecretly to fulfill Gods 
decree concerning him whoſe || 


thay | 
pa | time 1s nor yet come; or if hee | P: 
| [+ : cut him off, euen therein is hee f al 
it likewiſe but Gods Miniſter to || * 
i hi 
h execute what God hath pur-| 
I - ſed to be done. bs 
ll : And ſurely this may ſerue fa 
'y likewiſe to reprooue ſuch as {| P* 
; | #, | dreame and dorte vpon fecon- 
i dary cauſes, and nener looke vp-| c 
ith pon Gods counſell and decree : ah 
Li; | And this makes many when rs 
ſe their friends are taken away, to| "'* 


cry out of want of carcintheir 
keepers | 


——___ —_— 


| Phyſitian,orabſence of friends: 
land fay with Afary to Chriſt, 
iriſh | Lord pf thou haddeſt bene heere, 
ulke 0 199 #r0ther had mt died. Thus do 

So [| En looke to ſecond cauſes,and 
| nottothe Lord, without whoſe 


ſaue || "peas" | 
dy counſe and appointment, no- 
FF thing Can Come tO paſſe * And 


Ll heerein manifeſt in therpſclues 
hee | Palpable ignorance, tHfar they 
"___ arc gn, vnacquainted 


| r 
D to | V4eh the 


his word ; who ſhould haue 
pur-| 
£2 
1 asf 
'CON- 
Ce Vp! 
TY not bee diſpiſed, but men muſt 


vhen | | 
fl vie them, and it may bee their 


prouidence. | 
Indeed I confeſle that ſuch | 
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keepers : or want of skill inthe | 


nowledge of God & | 
learned that a Sparrow cannor | 


| fall co the ground, without his |. 


K meanes as God hath appointed | 
for the preſervation of life muſt 


lohn Il, 


{in, ro negle& them ; yer they 


D 3 | muſt | 


en an 


hach rambred our: daysand et 
 bormds-wnto ourlitel hich wet 


I et 


4 (6. alin take. 


muſt notbce- dored vpon; n2>wh! 


them, buc truſt nbrim chem, (Te | 
is the Lord thar' muſt make! 
them cfic&uall andwholefore | 


{ voto vs ; and will :bleffe rhe 


meanes: whentocner they ftoati | 
ſerue forthe p<rfopuhanceofhis| 
witl. (ILHIOT 

{\Secondly ſceing ch Lowd 


cannor patlc: This: fray amt | 
ſter - qnarter' of camtore vnro | 
Gods fernants,rhat our life is in 
God&shiand': It 1s lxe that hath 
inert zand! ris herhat rakerh | 
it.\\ efce the aduerfaries of the 
Righteous incteaſe dazly ming 
vp #*4inft tho godly; digoing 
ptts bofdre them! 217d” imagine 
mifcheeuous praiſes againſt 
them? birt what of rhiszthey'do 
ad tratfaile in v; aine iftheT "m 


1 
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; ſe | | doenot giue them leaue;ithee | 
1, it | | make them not his rod for the 
make | | chaſtifing of his ſeruants, they 
DIME | | ſhal oot hurt vs. Indeed if their 
ive | | power were: as great as their 
ftoiti | | malice, there ſhould not a god- 
this | | ly man beſuffered to liue inthe 
1» | | world :But; now the confidera- | 
ond | | tion of this, that our life is hid 

&«t | | in Gods hand, this may ſtayvs 
[wet | | againſt their rage. Why then 
1+ | | are wee fo. fearctull, when the| 
nr | | Senachercbs of the world do 
is | | breath oue their threatning, a- 
Hjath | gainſ} vs? remember ſtill char 
leth | God hath limired thy days,and 
Fehe | | that thy life is in his keeping. 
fing]| This truth 1s further cleared by | 
ximg 'thar of the Apoſile when hee 
vine faith: Doubtleſſe ag 11nſlt thy ho- | Aﬀts 4-37- |. 
zinſt | ly Son Teſus whom thou haſt anoim- 

vdot! ted,both Herod and Pontius Pil ite, 
6rd | | with the Gentiles, and people of 1/- 


do D 4 ract 
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racl,gathered themſelues together 
to do whatfoeuer thy hand &-coun- 


| [ell determined b:fore to bee done. 


So that it appeares,that wicked 
men are but Gods rod and mi- 
niſters to accompliſh his decree 
for the very yeares, moneths, 
dayes and houres of the life of 
man are determined of God. 
Thirdly and laſtly , ſinceour 
life is determined,and our daies 
arenumbered,and rhar the time 
of ourdeparture hence is known 
vnto God,andnot vnto vs; cer- 
taine tohim, vncertaine to vs: 
Oh ! how ſhould this make vs 
prepare our ſelues againſt that 
time ſhall come? Surely this 1s 
it that ſhould bee the principall 
care of a Chriſtian while hee 11- 
ueth heere, that it may goewel- 
with him in death: VVhen no- 
thing will ſtand a man in ſteede 


bur | 


| 


————_——_— 
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but a good conſcience; excuſing 
vs'betore God, and giuing in te-, 
ſtimony, that it hath beceneour 
principall care tro walke with 
God. Oh! this is wu that will / 
| cheere vp our hearts, when] 

outward comforts faile; to ſay | 

with Hezechiah, Remember Lord pry qa. 
that I haue walked before thee in 

truth,and with anwpright heart. Ic | 

isnot thy coſtly buildings, thy : 

ſumptuous apparel,rich friends, | 

or large: poſlefſions, that will | 
now auaile : onely a good con- 
ſcience , waſhed and purged by 
faith,that wil auaile in that day. 
Other things may procure ho- | 
norvponearth,bur they can ne- 
ver procure. happineſle. in hea- | 
nen. Ohthen! in Gods name, | 
let our liues be pretious vnto vs, 
| we doe not know how loj'g wee 
| ſhall enioy them, It will be roo 


late / | | 


Two daics 


2 Per. 2.10 
Luk.19.42 


| 
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late tocry, and call, and knock, 
when our fun is fet vpon vs, whe 
the Bride-groome is entered, and 
wee haue made our beds inthe 
darke* for after death there is no 
redemption. 


Our dayes. 


Teachwvs,0 Lord to aumbey our 
dayes. 

Before we lcauc this petition, 
we hane yet one thing more to 


| this : how Moſes cals our lite by 


| mention made of two ayes, the 


bee confidered of vs,and that is 


the name of our dayes, 
In the Scripture wee haue 


Lords day;and mans day. Of the 
former fpeaketh the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, whis ſecond Epilile, the 
third chaprer,and the tenth ver. 


laying : The day of the Lord ſhall 


—_- « 
—_c — — — - > _— o — Mt ns. * 
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come as atherfe in the night, "#6 
| Of the orher fpeaketh our Sani- 


our of Jeruſalem: Oh that thou 
b1ddeft knowne in thrs thy day, the | | 
things that belong nto thy peace. | 
Now: by #4zs 433 'is' meant 
the time of a'mans lite the Lord 
doth vonchfate vato a man'to 
repent in, ro beſpent in his fer. 
wce,and tobee impronedto his 
elory;asit is indeed rhe princt- | 
pal end of our beg here, to im- | 
roue this talent of Te, as all 
other Gods gitrs to the datuark 
rage of our. maſter:and this time 
of our life tscalled On/s,becaule 
ic{cemes robe giuen vneo man: 
zndal-rhat time che Lordſcems 
to be filenrand iti}; 

:- Bur afrerwards comes the 
Lords day when man ſhall be pyr 
to filence, and the Lord onely 
(hall bee cxalted; when hee will 

brit '£ | 
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— 


; 
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God dorh 
giue vnto 
manatime 
to repent, 
which 
muſt not 
{ bee omit» 
.{ ted. 
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| bring every work to wudgementr, 


-with cuery ſecret thing,whether 
it be good oreuill. 

Hence wee may conclude a 
 inoft neceſlary inſtruction , and 
that is this: that God doth giue 
vnto all men a Day or time, | 
wherein they may get grace and 
repentance , and improoue the 
ſame to the ſaluation of their 
ſoules: And that the fame isnor 
to bee negleaed and ler lip of 
'vs : which if it beethere is then 
no redemption, For after death 
there is no redemption. z. 

And toconfirme this truth 
vnto vs,we haue many places of 
holy Scripture, wherein it may 
euidently appeare,not onlythat 
manhath his day ortime allot- 
ted himof God, bur alſo that 
man ought to improue the ſame 


to an holy vic, &roa right end. 


Seeke 
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Seeke the Lord (faith Eſvy ) while 
he may be found, and call vpon hins 
while he is neare : wherein it ap- 


| peares,that there is a time when 


the Lord will bee found, and is 
nearevnto vs: and when is that 
but now in life? For after death 
the Lord will not be found,then 


"4 . 
there remaines no place of re- 


pentance, though men ſeeke it 


| with teares, Lervsſce againe 


what the Lord faith to ſuch as 
diſpiſe Wiſedoms call: Becauſe / 
haxe called,and ye refuſed : Thaue 
ſtretched out my hand, and none 
would regard : Tee ſhall call vpon 
me but 1 will not _—_ : They {bal 


ſeek me early,but they ſhall not find 


Wherein the Lord doth 


mee. 


manifeſtly declare, that if men | 


neglerhetime,inthe which he 
dorh call , rhey ſhould one day 
call & cry for mercy, but ſhould 


Flay 55.6. 
A 


Heb.r1 2. 
IT. 


M.A 
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not obtainc it, T'orhis agreerh | 


the moſt pathericall ſpeech of 
our Sauiour to Jerufalen: Oh that 
thoy hadft knowne in this (thy day } 
the things that belong wnto thy 
peace! butnow they are hid from thy 
ejes Jeruſalem had her Day : that 
is,her timcappoynted of God: 

wherein lernſalers might haue 


| beene made a glorious Citie, 
| had ſheemade a ri ghrvic of the 
' Lords metcies ſhewed vntoher: 


' had ſhee imbraced the meſſage 
of the Prophets from the Lords 


| had ſhe aduanced piery and wii | 
| £100), {an&tifhed the Lords Sab- 


| baths, releeued the poore, com-- 


forted the atflicted, execured 


| | indgement and rightcouſnefle | 
| m that Citric: Oh ! how would | 


' the Eord hane honoured that 


ſtice oppreſſion, 1 in ſteed of mer- ' 


people? But now 1n {ftced of 10-| 


a Chriſtian Taske, 
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, | cy,cruelty: and ſo there beeing 
#| || found amongſt the thenegleR 
< of his worſhip, the contempr of 
J 
Wy 


_—_ 


nis Prophers, and all manner of 


 prophanenefle; the Lord hath a 


y Day to viſit the for theſe things, 
bh when hee will bring iudgement 
fy and deſolation vpon them, and 
hs the Lord threatens them thus: 
: Surely this iniquity ſhall not be pur- 


«| || gedfromyon till you die , ſaiththe 
re Lordaof Hoſts: giving them to 


ic vnderſtand, that in as much as 
n they made light of the admon+- 
i | | tions ofthe Lords Prophers,and 
\.| || che meanesof grace that heein | 
1. || Mercy had offered vnto them, 
4 there ſhould now be left them | 
le. no time to repent in, till he had 
Fi. | deſiroyed them. | 
t | Androthis duty of redec- 
aL | ming the'time,and of making an 
r.. | || holy vſe of the ſeaſon of grace, 
Y, | that | 


en , ” "_ 


| V-12+ 


Gal. 6.10, 


Heb. 3.7. 
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thatis offered vnto vs,we are of- 
tE exhorted bythe Apoſtle: Con 


idering the ſeafon, it is now time 
jj ow ho ake from ſleepe, 
for now is tut ſaluation nearer | 
then when we beleeued:and again, | 
The night is paſt,the day is at _ | 
let vs caſt away the workes of dark- | 
neſſe,and put vpon vs the armor of | 
light. And, yhile wee haue time | 
(ſaith Paul ) /et vs doe good vato 
all. And, To day if jee will heare | 
his voyce, harden not your hearts. 


All theſe reſtimonies of Scrip- | 


III 


all ſerue to. confirme vnto vs, | 
the vndoubred truth of this do- | 
Erine , that man hath his Day & | 
| rime affoorded him from God, | 
| which hee muſt carefully im- | 
{ proue to his glory ; whichtime, | 
| when it is once paſt, it will then | 
bee too lare to repent , and 


 —_——— 


@ o 


rure.asa cloud of witneſſes,they || 


{ccke 
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lecke for mercy. And vnto theſe 
I might note - on more of the 
ſamenrarure;one more for al,cus6 
thac of the Prophet bringing in 
the Lord ſpeaking after his ma- 
ner: Becauſe(ſaith he)/ wo/d haze 
purged thee& thok waſt not purged, 
thou ſhalt wt be urged,ttl 'S| on 
cauſed my 19962 4 to fall vpon thee; 
A fearefull chreatning, able | 
to' piercea heart of ſiecl,to con-. 
fider that ſuch as negle& and 
deſpiſe the gracious call of the 
Lord when Re ofters fauour and 
mercy vnto vs, and haue a long | 
| time dallied with his patience 
and long ſuffering,which ſhould 
| baue led men to Repentance, 
{ wil come too late, when ſighs & | 
| ccares wil not preuaile, bur thar 
the gate of grace and mercy is 
for euer ſhut vpon them. Oh 
that wee might beeaftected a- 
| E right 


| 
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Reaſ 1. 


right with the confideration of 


| v/ork our their owne ſaluation; 
| giuing vnto them alſo the Mi- |} 
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this one thing,of the great dan- | 
ger ofnegleCQing the meanes of 
our ſaluation when the ſame is 
offered vnto vs. But the rea- 
ſons that follow, will ſerue for | 
the further cleating of the 
paint vnto vs, and proue the 
neceſſity ofthe duty. 
 Firſtheereby the Lord will 
manifeſt his mercy towards the 
veſſels of metcy ,* vouchſafing 
vnto them anhappy ſeaſon of 
grate, wherein they may 1m- 
proue their graces, to the great 
aduantage of their maiſter, and 


” — 


niſtery of his word, and other 
helps and meanes by the which 


they may be brought home vn- | 


to him. 


Now the Lord vouchſafing 


vnto | 


> 


| 


[| 


| cious call, make light ACCONTDE| 
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vntoman fuch meanes of grace | 


and faluation, it muſt needs 
Aand with his infvice ro puniſh 
che wilfull comrempr of it, with 
a perpetual! deniall of Mer 

n, 
Rn Secondly , the Lord dorh 
this to the end-the wicked 
might be left without excuſe in 
that day, when the Lord ſhall 
cuen appeale vato the: confſci- 
ences oi {inners,that he hath gt- 


gen themayro themfclues,c- 
nen an happy ſeaſon of grace, 
wherein they might haue pro- 
ned good husbands vnto their 
owne foules, and ſtored vp a+ 
boundance of grace againſt 
their reckoning, day : Now| 
when they {nal abufe the Lord: 
mercy heerein., neglett his gra- 


| 


of his ordinance, and {pen 
I - , 


60 
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their health & ſtrength & all.ro 


all manner of licentiouſnes: Oh 


how iuſt ſhall the Lord beein | 


brivging vpon ſuch heauy iudg. 
ments: thus did the Lord threa- 


ten Jezabel: 1 gaue her ſpace to 
repent of her forncationand ſhee | 


repented not : therefore 1 will caf 
her into a bed, and them that com- 
mit Adultery with ber. And a- 
gaine, Becauſe 1 haue called, and 
yee haue_ refuſed, therefore the 
time ſhall come that yee ſhall 
call and cry, 1 will not anſwere, 
| And this may theLord in iu- 


ſiice bring vpon eueryſoule that 
rcieed grace in the time of 
grace, when the Lord hath offe- 
red the ſame vnto him. | 
Thelaſt reaſon may be taken 
from thenature offin,eſpecially 
this ſinne of procraſtinationor. 
putting off our Repentance, 


when | 


' 


ds 


{ 
the ſame. 
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when the Lord doth call vpon 
vs to repent; men will by de- 
grees become tobe hardned in 
cheir ſins, and ſo paſt feeling-for 
that ſinne thar at the firſt or {e- 
cond comitting lies heauy vpon 
the conſcience of the finner,by 
often committing of it,it comes 
to be light; then to bee deſired 
and delighted in; the forerun- 
ner of eternall death indeed, 
when men come once'to that 
paſſe in {inning to bee paſt fee- 
ling.&ſo to delight in their ſins. 
Oh / it is hard for ſuch an one ro 
be brought to Repentance for 


Let vs now make application 
of this vnto our ſelues. 

Firſt of all,this may ſerue to 
reproue ſuch as no way regard 
the Lords gracious call, nor 
Number their days, till rheir 

E 3 dayes 


et 


| 
| 


b 
| 
j 


| 
Vſel. 
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dayes be numbred, as hiswere 
who ſaw the fingers of a mans 
hand writing vpon. the wall; 
God hath Numbred thy lungdome, 
and finiſhed it. 11 we ſhould ſee 
a man almoſt woundedto death 
and would ſeeke tor no remedy, 
bur poſtir oft from day ro day, 
a longtime togirher, we would 
conclude ſurely this man 1s Et- 
ther dcſperate or fooliſh. 
Onrhisis the ſtrange dealing 
of the world, and men of the 
world, who thoug 'g1 they know 
they arc wounded with ſinne., 
which without Repentance will 
one day wound them to death 
eternal, yeuncucrſceke to haue 
the fame cured, bur put it off 
from day to day, and time to 
time, till at laſt their wounds 
proue incurable. 
7-06 fooliſh virgins that 
came 


©S 
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reſt this time , thou doeſt nor 
know whether thou ſhalt euer 


D———_—— = panes 


camenort formercy whilſt the 


Lords doore was open, did at | Mar.25.1o, 


| laſt ſtand without when there | *** 


was no opening vnto them, 
Euen ſo our Sautour tels vs of 
{ome in the latter day.,that ſhal 
call and cry, Zord, Lord, open 
vato vs: and yet the gate of 
mercy ſhall for cuer be ſhut vp- 
pon them. | 

Ler theſe examples ofRepro- 
bate putters oft, moue vs. to 
preuent danger to come. Now 
7s the acceptable time, now is the 
day of Saluation : It thou omit- 


haue the like offered thee a- 
gaine. Many that haye negle- | 
ced to prepare themſelus when 
they might, afterwards would, 
bur could not. Oh this may 
be thy caſe man, if thou regar- 


ER 


— 


E 4 deſt 


AC briſtian Take. | 


i 


——— 


deſinot the time of thy viſitati- 


| on. Now the Lord ſeeks vnto 


thee,and by his Miniſters doth 
beſeech thee to bee reconciled 
vnto God; Oh do not lightly 
eſteeme of Gods call zow, lett 
the Lord eſtecme as light of thy 
call and cry then, when prayers 
and teares will come too late. 
Thou haſt, now thy day wherein 
God ſeemes to bee ftlent: Oh 


thinke -of the day of the Lord, 


when heewill not befilent, but 


againſt all wicked and vngodly 
men. And whereas now| hee 
 ſhews himfelta God of mercy if 
thou wilt lay hold of the ſame, 


| he wil the ſhew himſelfe a God 


ofiuſtice,& ſo ſcuere in iudgmer 
as the ſinner ſhall not be ableto 


| {ſtand betore him. The Lordleſus 


open our hearts to accept of his 


| offered mercy. | Se-| 


| 


ER 


| will exalt himſelte in iudgmenc ; 


- ſuffering , not knowing 


OY our {innes are to bee 


A Chriſtian Taske. 
' Secondly, this dorine is for 


our inſtruction, that wee do nor 
lightly eſteeme of Gods grace, 
when the ſame is offered vnto 
vs; for ſo ſaith the Apoſtle * De/- 
piſeſt thow the 'riches of his good- 
neſſe , and forbearance, and loyg- | 
that the | 
goaaneſſe of God leadeth thee to re- | 
pentance? Do we heare of Gods | 
patience and mercy, giuing vn- 

ro euery one a Day, that is,time 

of repentance : Remember that 

ic will not alwaies bee day,there | 
is a night of darknes comming, | 
when we ſhall make our beds in | 
the darke, cuen in the land of ; 
darknefle, But let vs rather with | 


| Abraham, riſevp betimes in the 


morning ;z not to ſacrifice our | 
{onnes, but our{innes. Inour | 
iudgements weal of vs conteſſe, | 

| 


lefr, 


and | 


(1 
( 


65 


Vſe 2. 


Rom. 2+ 43 


—_ 


————_— A 


| 


| 


Hag.r, 


———— — 
gone rr erg 


4 


but wee cannot agree about the 
time when to begin. One ſaith, 
he will beginne when he is rich; 
another faith,he wil begin _ 
he is free; another ſaith,when he 
is old: and thus men are like the 
people of rhe tewes,, who ſaid: 
| The time 7s not yet come that wee 
fbould build the Temple, Butin- 
deed, the time preſent is ours; 
we cannot promiſe to our ſelues 
one minute of an houre for the 
time to come. Many haue 


| 


1 


"it hee would make his ſhort 


thought to haue lived along 
time, that haue had anend 
quickly put vnto their dayes. 


The rich man in the Goſpel, 


makes his little barnes great, as 

life 
endlefle.,, and doth ſecure his e- 
{tate for many yeares to come; 


wheras God did the ſame night 


require 
— rate p— — 
| 


Ld Mi an es ee. — 
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and that God mui bee ſerutd ; 
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require his ole to bee taken 
from him. - And heerelI n ht 
propound diuers motions to ſtir 
vs vptothe duty. 

Firſt,we arenot ſure that wee 
{hall live cill hereafter; for as S: 
lames faith ; Our life js but as 4 
vapour that appearah for x little 
time, and afterwayds va ſheth A- 
way. The gold world thought 
themſelues ſure when they were 

eating and drinking ; but then 
camethe floud, The n:orning 


was faire when Lot went out of ; 


Sodome,and yet before night the 


 Sodomrts were deſtroied. So that 


it we deferre our repentance bur 
a day oran houte, wee may bee 
preuented by death. 

Secondly, if wee had a char- 
ter of ourliues /as no man hath) 
and fo were ſure to line till here- 
after: yet wee are not certaine 


has! 
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that then we ſhall repent, for re- 


rance 15 not in our power, 
And howſocuer the Lord doth 
giue remiſſion of Sinnes to all 
that repent , yet hee doth| not 
giue repentance to all that fin: 
—_— is the proper worke 
of God, and it is in his power to 
beſtow it on whom hewill. 
8 Thirdly, God is to bee ſerued 
betimes, and before all things ; 
Ho as our Sautour teacheth: |Firft 
— ſeeke the Kingadome of God andthe 
righteouſneſſe thetof, and al things 
ſhall be miniſtred unto you. Be- 
fore we pray for our daily bread, 
weare taught to pray Hallowed 
be thy name: Teaching vs indeed, 
that we ſhould ſeeke the ſan&ti- 
ficatio of Gods name,8& the do- 
' | ing ofhis will, before the foode 
wee live by, much more hefore | 
; the inful pleaſures we periſh by. 
|  Fourth- 
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; Fourthly and laſlly, the time 


ofdeath which men moſt truſt | 


vnto, menare then for the moſt 
pu moſt pony tempted 

y Sathan, whoſe policy is cuer 
then to be moſk bulie, when our 
end is neareſt; and in ſickneſle 
men commonly are ſo full of ſor- 


row and paine,that they cannor 


preparetheſelues as they would, 
and it they do, yet not ſo well as 
the nar Po al which reſpe&s 
we ſee how diagerousa thing it is 
to defer to repet,& tolet {liprthe 
preſent tirye of turning to God. 
And thus much for the firſt 
part of thisrext ; the petition : 
Teachwvs, O Lord, to number our 
dayes.The reaſon of rhe petition 
tollowes : 


That we may apply our hearts to 


Wiſedome, 
The meaning is , that ſecing 


"TW 


our 
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A man ne- 
uecr comes 
to be truly 
wiſe 


' frill hee c- 


ftcemes of 
| cuery day 
av his laſt 


MG. 25 


' number his dayes; that is, e-| 


© i ('briſtian Taske. 


ourliteis ſo ſhort heere,thar we 
may duly conſfidet the tranſito- 
rineſſe of the fame,to the end we 
may nor live any loger in fin, but 
may truely repent and walks on 
in a chriſtian courſe, in faith and 
obedience, which indeed i is true 
wiſedoine. 


—___ 


The Do@trine wee may hat | 
hence is this, That a man neuer | 
becomes rruely wiſe till he can 


| 
' 
| 


| 


ſteeme of eucry day as his laſt 
day,till he bee perſwaded of the | 
ſhortnefle of his rime here, and 


' prepare himſelte for a _ 


life, This is plaine in the] Gof: 


| pell 1 in the ten Virgin: , whereof 


' fine were wiſe and fine were too- 


CO ———_———— —  ——— 


tiſh, Some had their | amps bur- 
ning, and ſo entred intÞ the | 
Marriage Chamber; 
whirted away the time, and ſo 
were | 


the [other || 


Þ 15 
f 
[t] 
fo 


If 


| 41 


3 6 | 
laſt 
the. 
and | 


— ————————— 
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were for exert ſhur out, and fo 
moſt juſtly incurred the impura- 
tion of fooles,VVe haue this fur- 
ther cleared in that rich man in 
the goſpel,who is therfore caled 
Foole, becauſe hee piit far from 
him the thoughts of death, and 
promiſed ynto himſelfe many 
yeares ro come; but the reaſon 
following will make rhe fame 
cleare vnto vs. 

Firſt, becauſe ſuch a man that 
thus thinkes of death ; and the 


_ 


| vncertainty of his being heere, 
| 1s wiſe for his ſoule, in compari- 


ter ſon of which wiſedonie , atl o- 
of: | [ther Arts and Sciences are but 


reof | 


| fooliſhneſſe. For what [hall it pro- 


| fit 4 man t0 114 the whole world, | 
| and loſe his own? ſoule? Now true | 
| | wiledome inceed doth make a | 
{| man prouidetor the everlaſting 

|| welfare of his ſoule. 


{pirt- 


And-thus 


OD a 
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Reaſon. | 


| Marth, 16, | 
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ſpiritually wiſe is hee that ſers 

death euer before him, [and e- 


| ſtcemes of eucry day as his laſk 


. | 

This ſerues then to condemne 
the iudgement of the world. and | | 
worldly menz who eſteeme ſuch || 
onely wiſe, as haue areaching 
head to buy & ſell,8: know how 
to purchaſe lands & liuings.Bur | 
marke here,the holy Ghoſt tells | 
thee that thou art buta miſcra- 
ble foole, ifthou canſt not skill 
in this heauenly Arichmericke, 
to number thy dayes , tofthinke 
of the SS of thy lite, 
thereby to bee mm re- | 

pent, and to prouide for thy 
| change.But alas ! who doth not } 
ſec how carelefſe men are of this v 
duty : neuer number their daies || 1; 
til their daies be numbered,and 
then ſend for the Miniſter ; and 
| then 
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| muſt giue-thee repentance: and 


| neuer deftredſi to be acquainted} 
with his wayes.in thy life rime;f 


| pentance in thy death ? Nay Ta» 


3 
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then Good people pray for me; 
when thou wouldett be glad ro 
pit thy head in an awger hole, 
or that thou couldeſt by an 
means hidethy ſelfe from God. 
preſence, as many hauear that 
time defired; Bur what? would 
you haue the Miniſterto worke 
a miracle? Olt/ it is the Lord 


thou that: hat beene a-ftranger | 
to God and his ordinance.and 


how canſt thou thinke the Lord 
will accept of thy forced Re- 


ther,it were a inſt thing with 
God to recompence vengeanes 
vpon thee,who like a Fovlehaſt 
lived a' Jong time ſecurely, and 
diddeſtineuer call ro minde the! 


day of thy death , nor neuer| 


BP rhoughreſt| 


b 
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ſee mneen— 


thoughteſt of the reckbning || 
day to come: | 

Secondly, this may ſerue for || 
our inſtruction, that 'as wee || 
would be loath to be accomp- ||| 1! 
ted foots or fooliſh men, yoid of }| * 
all faning wiſedome, and that x; 
ar the day of iudgement by Ie- || V 
ſus Chriſt himſelfe the|wiſc- pr 
dome of the Father: letivs be- || V 
pinto learne thisoneleflon 7s 
Number our dayes :' that is, to || © 
make accompt of ettiery day as || 4 
the day of our death.” This will || 
make vs truely wiſe tg God,for || 
our ſoules. If men were thus | # 
perſwaded of the ſhorrnefle ot || 4/ 
| their lives, and made accompt Ke 
ofcvery day as the day of their ||| V: 
death; how could rhey ſd loue if 
theworld,and negle& the euer- ||| us 
laſting welfare of theit| owne || g 
ſoules? _ | 


| I 
' And} 
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ing || And no act _— mas- | 
ny dyelike Nabal, fooles,vea as 
for bealis indeed withont any ; hope 
wee || intheir deaths, their hearts dy- | 
mp- || ing like ſtones within them: the 
d of ||| reaſon of it is this » They neuer 

that ||| thought of death v neill. it {eiſed 

/ Te- | pon them,and lo with the LO0O0- | 
iſe- || liſh virgins muſtneeds be taken 
be. || vnprepared. 

170 | Now the benefits that will 

;- to || come vnto vs heerby are many 
y as | and great;for: - 

will | | Firſt \this will be a meanes to 
for | { Fs. a man with Abraham,Be- 
ing || bold Lord, 1that am but duff and | 
e of | { aſh: 5,c. It would pull downe 
mpt.|| our Peacocks feathers, & make 


heir ||| vs lay aſite our lofty lookes., | 
ord if men did but conſider that e- | 
uer- || uen this day they muſt dy and | 
wne | giue vp their accompt vnto | 

| God. | 


\nd |} F 2 Secondly 


| The bene- 


| fits of this 
wiledome, 


FR 
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Comcly. 


Secondly, the {erious = 


tarion and ccrtaine petſwaſion 
of death,is an efieQrall meanes 


to moue-vs ro Repentance. 


Whenas the Lord rels the Nz- 
neurts, that" there retained but 
40. daycs, and chenirſhquld be 
deſi oyed, it 15 {41d the Nineu! ts 


xepented j injackcloth 8 &| | aſhes. 
What waletactor OI! 1 o the 


lace of execution woulc com- 
tnit the hike v Many ,but| rather 


—— 4 


— 


conlefle his fin, and inrreate e-| 


were One ro pr ay tor him? 
nd thus haue we heard out 
of this petition of Moſes: 


Fir{t,that 1t 1s not in the | 


breaſk- of any man by na ture to 


| | 


Numberkis days aright| vatill | 


the Spirit of God becothe our 
Schoole--maiſter to inſtruct 


$: The.moft holy aud the. 


moſt wiſe men that| - are, 
38 ' had 


! 
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fad neede to pray with 27o/es 
heere,Teachvs O Lord ta Number | 
our dates, | 
Secondly,wee haue ſeenethe | 
ſhorrnefle and vncertainty of | 
our lite, ſet out vnto vs. vnder 
the name of Dayes, to teachvs 
how to.cſteeme aright of our 
life, not to reckon of many 
yeares -to''. Come: our life is 
ſhorr. - | 
Thirdly we: hauc heard that 
| as Our time 1s ſhort, ſo'the ſame 
| time and daies are Numbred 


'T 
[ 
1 


with God; our time is an 4 
| pozzued warfar, our lite is limi- 
| red, and we haue our bounds ſer 
; VNEO Out lite which we cannot 
| paſle. - , 
 Fourthly,that this appointed 
{ time of ours 1s called our time: 
where wee conlidered how that 
the Lord Goth giue vnto cuery 
E 3 man | 


a COOY* IO A , — | _— ——_— — 
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man a time and day to repent 
| in: which cime being ſpent/and 
- gone, there then remaines no 
| Place for Repentance , though 
| men do feeke it with teares; for 
| then hath the Lord his Day 
wherein he will be exalecd/and 
man ſhall be put rofilence. | | 

| 
| 


And laſt of all,we haue heard 
that a man neuer comes to be 
truely wiſe vntill hee Number 
his days, and come to cſteeme 
| of every day #5 his laſt day, that 
; 

| fohe may prepare himlelfc for 
| death. 
{ I wilnow end as I begi,7, nd Us 
O Lord to Number 0ur d. wi , 


that wee may apply ou 
hearts vmto wiſe || 
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